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During the past two wecks, the Yugoslav Trade Ministry sent numerous requesis
to the Purchasing Cormission in Vienmna for the irmediate purchase of rolled
iron, rolled plate, other rolled products, and industrial raw gtesl. Souree
believes that the accelerated Yugoslav purchasing in Austria is a result of
the breaking off of Yugoslav commereial rlations with Poland and Czechoslovakic .
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The following murchanes are now beling arransed by the Tugoslav Purchasing Come
misscion in Vienna (all purchases are in schillings, even vhere the dollar
equivalents are given). of a total of 3510 tons of rolled products requested
by Belgrade, the Cormission is arranging for the ruarchzse of 1900 tons from
Alpine-llontan® durin~ the rnext three months at a cost of $300,000, During

the next five months, 1500 tons of industrial stesl are to be purchased from
Alpine-llontan, Boehler®, Schocller-Blochmann A.G.*, and Steyr-Dainler-uch®

at a cost of $1,500,000. The Commission is negotiating with Bahnbadarf L.G.
and Sirmmering~Graz-Pauker 4,G. for the rurchase of a larme quantity of rail-
road car axles, umpers, and connecting links. The astimated cost is 6,000,000
schillings, The firm Alexander Friedmann-Kommandit-Geselluchaft is to «ell 36
heating units for railwny coaches at a cost of 51,580 per unit. The Commission
is now negotiating with Vienna commercial agents for the purchase of "all bear-
ings, nanufactured by “he SKF and the Steyrwerke*¥, at an estimated ecost of
1,000,000 schillings. 7The scurce notes that this is the first request for tall
bearings vhich has been rnade in two months,

Gebus Lokomotiven u. Vertriebsgesellschaft has promised to delivzr three 760 nr.
gauge locorotives at 730,000 sach. The first locomotive is %o be delivered in
five months, the remaining two, six weeks later. Pay-ent is to be rmde in
schillings at the legal rate. About 6 July 1949, the Cormission was requsgtisd
to make a priority purchase of 2,000 tons of uneoated iron plate to Bs delivercd
to Yuposlavia by the end of September. The estimated cost is $130,000,

The source reports a change in Yugoslav policy regardins payment of pirchases in
Augtria. The current procedure is to export dollars to Vienns, where they are

sold on the black market for schillings, which are used to pay for Ausirian rur-
chases. Ir June, 100,000 was imported from Suitzerland, sold for schillings
and used to pay Haselgruber.®*** An additional 3130,000 i3 to be sent fron
grade and Svitzerland to ray for the uncoated iron plate mentioned in parar
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The source interprets the sale of dollars for schillings as an indication that
the Yugoslav Government anticipates a dollar loan from the U.S. in the near
future.
25X1A 4 |Comment: The full names of these firms are as followss
Oesterreichisch - Alpine Montangesellschaft
B8hler Gebr. & Co. Aktiengesellschaft
Schoeller-Bleckmann Stahlwerke A.G.

Steyr-Daimler-Puch A.G.

25X1A L | Commont: The Steyr-Daimler—Puch G.m.b.H. is probably meant.

25X1A ** |

SECRET/CONTROL, ~ U.S, OFFICIALS ONIY

Approved For Release 2002/08/14 : CIA-RDP83-00415R003200130001-0




